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Italian Judge Said to Drop ‘
Probe of Agca Being Coached

By Loren Jenkins

Washington Post Foreign Service

ROME, Dec. 18—An__ltalian

agistrate has dro| his_inves-
tigation of charges that a senior mil-
itary intelligence agent coached
Mehmet Ali %—@a into claiming that
Bulgarian agents had organized the
plot to assassinate Pope John Paul
I, according to judicial sources.

These sources said yesterday

that Magistrate Franco lonta found
insufficient evidence that _Gen.
Pietro Musumeci, the former dep-
uty director of the Italian mulitary
intelligence agency, had given Agca

the information that_led him to
claim Bulgarian_secret agents had
been behind his 1981 effort to Kill
the pope.

Agca was convicted of wounding
the pope and sentenced‘te life in
prison. Later he claimed to be act-
ing for a group of Turkish gang-
sters working for Bulgarians. His
charges sparked a second trial.

Judge Ionta was acting apart from

the court headed by Judge Severino
Santiapichi that is trying Agca and
his alleged accomplices. lonta began
his investigations after Naples un-
derworld figure Giovanni Pandico,
who had turned state’s evidence in a

' J
mass trial of gangsters, said that
while he was in the same jail as Agca
in 1982, the Tusk had been visited
and coached by Gen. Musumeci. The
general’s former aide, Francesco Pa-

zienza, was called the mastermind of

the plan.

Musumeci is serving a nine-year
jail term for his role ina neofascist
terrorist bombing. Pazienza is being
held in New York pending extradi-
tion to Italy on charges of involve-
ment in financial scandals here.

lonta’s investigation apparently
turned up no more on the issue than
Judge Santiapichi’s trial, which
brought both Pandico and Musu-
meci to the witness stand with in-
conclusive results. Pandico and
Agca, whose own often contradic-
tory testimony remains the primary

- foundation for the papal plot trial,

accused each other of lying.
Musumeci claimed that he had
left the secret service in June 1981,
almost a year before his alleged
contacts with Agca in the jail.
Only one of three Bulgarians be-

. ing tried by Santiapichi is in Italian

custody. Two indicted Bulgarian
diplomats are to be interviewed in
Sofia by Santiapichi Thursday. De-
fense officials estimate that the trial
will close by February.
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